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Understanding our operating context 
 
 
Looking at practical ways to make our 
lessons interactive 
 
Keeping control in the non-digital classroom 
 

Webinar aims 



Understanding the operating 
context 
 



Understanding students’ context: 
 
Where do students learn from outside the 
classroom? 
 
How do they approach learning? 
 
What characterises the way they learn? 
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Understanding students’ context: 
 
How do they learn? 
 
 





Understanding students’ context: 
 
What characterises the way they 
learn? 
 
 





The classroom context 



The context 

The student The squeeze The classroom 

Multi-tasking Discreet tasks 

Immediate Over time 

Personalise Teacher Standardise 

Interactive Passive 

Dynamic Static 



Why digital? 

: 



The advantages of a digital class 
for Teachers 



 THE INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD 

-Heads up approach 
 

-Presentation tool 
 

-Engages students 
 

-Saves time 





 
 

 
 
 

Interactive whiteboard or just… 

 
 
 

...bored? 



The reality...... 





Practical ways to make lessons 
more interactive 
 



Practical activities to make lessons 
more interactive 
 

Dialogues 
Vocabulary 
Interactive Exercises 



Dialogues 
Vocabulary 
Interactive Exercises 



Create interest in the dialogue... 



       Houses   
   
  For    Against 



Now, we can start working on the dialogue... 



Portable MP3 speakers 





 
 

 
 
 

• Whole class 
• Class split into groups 
• Individually in smaller groups 
• Moving around the class 

individually (in order) 
• Moving around the class 

individually (at random) 
• Groups perform dialogue for 

rest of class 
• Students change particulars 

of dialogues 
 

MIX IT UP! 

 
 
 



A B 

C D 

E F 

G H 

I J 

K L 

M N 

O P 

Q R 

S T 

U V 

X Y Z 

Teacher 



A B 

C D 

E F 

G H 

C D 

A B 

G H 

EF 

A B 

C D 

E F 

G H 

Teacher 



A B 

C D 

E F 

G H 

I J 

K L 

M N 

O P 

Q R 

S T 

U V 

X Y Z 

Teacher 



Dialogues 
Vocabulary 
Interactive Exercises 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

• Create your own 
• Ask students to 

bring in photos 
• Get students to 

create flashcards in 
class 

Flashcards – a few ideas 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

• Flashcard quick test 
• Put the flashcards in 

alphabetical order 
• Guess the missing 

flashcard 
 

Flashcards – activities 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Word maps 
 
 
 

house 

bedroom 

kitchen 



 
 

 
 
 

Word maps 
 
 
 

kitchen 

microwave 

cooker 

dishwasher 

table 



Dictionaries...a great tool 

OK, now let’s move on to vocabulary.  



Dialogues 
Vocabulary 
Interactive Exercises 



 
 

 
 
 

Interactive Activities – can’t watch the video? 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Interactive Activities – can’t watch the video? 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

1 – garden 
2 – fridge 
3 – bedroom  
4 – bathroom 
5 – TV 
6 – kitchen 
7 – living room 
8 - computer 

Interactive Activities - Vocabulary 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

• 1 – table 
• 2 – fridge 
• 3 – dishwasher  
• 4 – chair 
• 5 – cupboard 
• 6 – microwave 
• 7 – cooker 
• 8 - kettle 

Interactive Activities – Vocabulary maths 

 
 
 

X 

= 



 
 

 
 
 
• Get into teams of 3 or 4 
• 2 people are the 

memorisers 
• 1 or 2 people are the 

writers 
 

 Interactive Activities – A Running dictation 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

• Memoriser 1 and 2 – go to your desk and, 
memorise what they can and return to the 
team and dictate what they have 
remembered 

• The writers– write down (clearly) what the 
memorisers tell them 

• The team that finishes first with an accurate 
replica of the text wins 

 

Interactive Activities – A Running dictation 

 
 
 



Keeping control in the  
non-digital class 
 



 
 

 
 
 

• Establish rules early - 
start as you mean to go 
on 

• Explain rules – make 
students feel they are 
participating 

• Plan you lessons – 
keep students engaged 

Keeping control in the non-digital class 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Interactive Tools – The Timer 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Interactive Tools – The Timer 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Interactive Tools – The Scoreboard 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Interactive Tools – The Scoreboard 

 
 
 

   Team 1                 Team 2                Team 3 

6                  3                 5 



Rules for group work 
 
 For which sub-activities will you allow students to talk in 

groups? 
 
For which activities will you demand that the groups are 
quiet? 
 
What sanctions will you apply? Losing points, missing a 
turn etc 
 
Set up a learning contract 



 
 

 
 
 

Where to find extra resources  
www.pearsonelt.com 
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www.pearsonelt.com 
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Where to find extra resources 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Where to find extra resources 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 THANK YOU! 
 
 
 



Informazioni utili 
 

 

• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi 
saranno inviati via e-mail 
 

• Riceverete nella medesima e-mail le 
istruzioni per scaricare, dal sito Pearson, i 
materiali presentati oggi  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Practical advice, strategies and suggestions for successful pair and 
groupwork activities in SSPG and SSSG 

 
 
 

Prossimi appuntamenti 

 
 
 

Ideas for successful pair and groupwork 
 

4 Dicembre 2014 
Joseph Mayo ELT Consultant 



Contenuti disciplinari  
Esercitazioni e materiali  

Approfondimenti 
Consigli di lettura 

Formazione 
 

http://www.pearson.it/english 

IL NUOVO PORTALE ENGLIGH LANGUAGE TEACHING 
 

la nuova area tematica Pearson dedicata all'insegnamento dell'inglese 



Pearson Academy su Facebook 

Se avete suggerimenti o 
suggestioni che volete 
condividere, potete andare sulla 
pagina facebook di 
  
“Pearson Academy – Italia” 



Grazie per la partecipazione! 
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